THE GATHERING STORM             141

(" a set discourse of about two hours "), and " very plain,"
but the House listened and approved. Towards the King
personally Pym's tone was one 'cof profound reverence,"
but by the "long intromission of Parliaments many un-
warrantable things had been practised, notwithstanding the
great virtues of his Majesty". That was the point on
which Pym throughout laid stress. The list of specific
grievances was long, but the root of the matter lay in
the " intromission of Parliaments ". " The powers of Parlia-
ment," he declared, " are to the body politic as the rational
faculties of the soul to a man." It was almost an echo
of Eliot's language in 1624, and it struck the keynote of
much that was to come. But the King wanted not debate
but supply. While the Commons talked, Convocation
voted. On 22nd April, at Laud's bidding, the clergy
granted six subsidies. The Commons still dallied^ and on
the 23rd resolved that the redress of grievances must have
precedence. " Till the liberties of the House and kingdom
were known they knew not whether they had anything to
give or no." Strafford urged frank concession ; Vane wanted
to strike a bargain. If the House would grant twelve sub-
sidies, the claim to ship-money should be unreservedly aban-
doned. Never did Strafford show greater wisdom. The
House would not be bullied; it might still be led. Vane
threatened: "twelve subsidies or nothing". The need was
undoubtedly pressing; despatches from Scotland announced
a renewal of the war. The Commons were unmoved.
Vane told the King they would not " give one penny "; and
on 5th May the Short Parliament was dissolved.

Who was responsible for the fiasco ? Clarendon, writing
in the light of subsequent events, throws the blame on
the Secretary of State, the elder Vane, who " acted that
part maliciously and to bring all into confusion . . . being
known to have an implacable hatred against the Earl of
Strafford . . . whose destruction was then upon the anvil".e of Wellington) and Lord Palmerston, who a scientific
